FIRST  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  AMERICA

abnegation is saintly or idiotic is a question for the
angels. It certainly seems idiotic when we learn that
Laurence Oliphant had the greatest difficulty in get-
ting leave to marry, and expressed humble gratitude
to the tyrant when he was at last allowed to do so.
He was set free to report the Franco-German War
of 1870, which he did in the brilliant manner that
might be expected of him, and then he returned to
his servitude once more, one of his duties being to sell
strawberries in baskets to the passing trains, while he
was arbitrarily separated from his young wife, she
being sent to Southern California and he retained at
Brocton. It was not until the year 1882, twenty
years from his first entanglement, that Oliphant, his
mother being then dead, broke these extraordinary
bonds, and after a severe struggle, in the course of
which Harris took steps to have him incarcerated in
an asylum, rejoined his wife, recovered some of his
property, and resumed his normal life. He drew the
prophet Harris in his book <c Masollam," written in
his later years, and the result is so characteristic both
of Oliphant's brilliant word-painting and of the extra-
ordinary man whom he painted, that the reader will
perhaps be glad to refer to it in the Appendix.

Such developments as Harris and others were only
excrescences on the main Spiritualistic movement,
which generally speaking was sane and progressive.
The freaks stood in the way of its acceptance, however,
as the communistic or free love sentiments of some of
these wild sects were unscrupulously exploited by the
opposition as being typical of the whole.